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13th  July 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Firstly, I would like to thank the whole school community for their support and understanding 
during what has been an extremely challenging time. We are looking forward to having all of our 
pupils together on Wednesday 2nd September. In order for this to happen safely, we ask that you  
take the time to carefully read the information below, so that we can meet the government 
guidelines for the return of all year groups. 

Bubbles 

From September, bubbles will increase to encapsulate two classes of 30. The bubbles are as 
follows: EYFS, Key Stage One, Lower Key Stage Two and Upper Key Stage Two. Children will 
remain in their year group classes for lessons but will have the opportunity to mix with the other 
year group within their bubble at break and lunch times. 

Start and Finish Times 

From September, we will still need to adopt a system of staggered start and finish times to ensure 
social distancing is maintained at these pinch points. Parents will still not be allowed onto the 
school site. You will need to say goodbye to your child at your designated gate and a member of 
staff from their bubble will accompany them to their classroom. The members of SLT on the gates 
will be available for any messages to be passed on to class teachers, as will Mrs Palmer.  If you 
require any further discussion, a telephone appointment can be arranged at a time to suit you. 

Start Time Front Gate Back gate 

8:45am Families with more than one child 
(Surname A-J) 

Families with more than one child 
(Surname K-Z) 

9am EYFS Year 3 

9:15am Year 1 Year 4 

9:30am Year 2 Year 5 and Year 6 

 

Finish Time Front Gate Back gate 

2:45pm Families with more than one child 
(Surname A-J) 

Families with more than one 
child (Surname K-Z) 

3pm EYFS Year 3 

3:15pm Year 1 Year 4 

3:30pm Year 2 Year 5 and Year 6 

 

Example 1: If you have more than one child at Senacre Wood and your surname is Davison, then 
you will arrive at school via the front gate at 8:45am and collect your children from the front gate at 
2:45pm. 

Example 2: If you have more than one child at Senacre Wood and your surname is Wilson, then 
you will arrive at school via the back gate at 8:45am and collect your children from the back gate 
at 2:45pm. 

 

 

 

 



 

Example 3: If you have one child, who is in Year 1, you will arrive at school via the front gate at 
9:15am and collect your child from the front gate at 3:15pm. 

Example 4: If you have one child, who is in Year 3, you will arrive at school via the back gate at 
9am and collect your child from the back gate at 3pm 

Please be mindful of our neighbours if you are driving along Cranbrook Close. It might be 
advisable to park on Woolley Road and walk through to the back gate to ease the congestion on 
this narrow road.  Wherever possible, please walk to school rather than drive.  

 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast club will only be open to families who are Key Workers and those who are 
working and require the childcare or to vulnerable children from 8:15am. 

Children arriving for breakfast club will be met by Mrs Sweeney at the main gate at 8:15am. The 
children will be asked to place their breakfast order (selection of cereal or toast toppings, a juice 
and a yoghurt). Mrs Sweeney will then lead the children round to their class rooms, where they 
will enter through the fire exit door.  Breakfast will be delivered to the children in their classroom.   

 

School lunches       

 EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to universal free school meals. During Term 1, 

we will be offering packed lunches. These will include a sandwich/wrap with a snack and a 

piece of fruit. If your child would like this option, they will need to let their teacher know in 

the morning and they can choose their sandwich filling when the register is taken.  

 If your child is not entitled to Free School meals, a school lunch will cost £2.25. Please bear 

in mind that if your child has now moved up to Year 3 school meals have to be paid for. 

 All payments must be made online https://www.parentpay.com/parents/ 

 Please ensure packed lunches are named clearly, including water bottles. Children can 

bring a piece of fruit for break time.  

After school clubs 

 There will be no after school clubs during Term 1. 

 

Uniform 

 We are still asking children to wear uniform on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  

 On Tuesday and Thursdays, the children can wear sporty clothes as they will be 

having PE on these days to avoid the cloakrooms becoming a pinch point.  

 This will reduce the amount of items children bring in from home as no PE kits are needed 

in school. 

Cleaning 

 Throughout the day, there will be frequent cleaning of the classrooms and resources. This 

will be undertaken by a designated cleaner.  

  The children will continue to be encouraged to wash their hands using soap and water or 

hand sanitiser for 20 seconds at frequent points throughout the day.  

 Classrooms will be rearranged, so that all the tables are forward facing. The children will be 

able to sit next to each other.  

 Each child will have their own pencil case of equipment.  

https://www.parentpay.com/parents/


 

Behaviour 

 New rules will be discussed with the children around procedures, behaviours linked to 
spreading COVID-19 and social distancing. These new rules will form an appendix to our 
behaviour policy, which will be available on our school website. 

 

Personal protective equipment (PPE)  

 Government guidance states that, “Used PPE and any disposable face coverings that staff 
and children arrive wearing should be placed in a refuse bag and disposed of….Any 
homemade non-disposable face coverings that staff or children are wearing when they 
arrive must be removed by the wearer and placed in a plastic bag that the wearer has 
brought with them in order to take it home. The wearer must then clean their hands.” 

 Therefore, we will be asking that face masks or face coverings must not be worn by the 
children in school.  

 Changing habits, cleaning and hygiene are effective measures in controlling the spread of 
the virus. It is also important to note, that even though we are following the government 
guidance to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus, we can not eliminate the risk 
entirely.  

 

Items from home 

 Children can not bring in any items from home, apart from water bottles and packed 
lunches, e.g reading books, toys, key rings, pencil cases etc. Unfortunately, we can not 
facilitate any show and tell due to the risk of cross-contamination. If the children have 
anything that they would like to show, a photo can be uploaded at home onto Seesaw and 
viewed in the classroom by the teacher and other children.  

 

If a child becomes unwell in school 
 

 If a child or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they will be sent 

home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-

isolate for 14 days. A test must be booked. Tests can be booked online through the NHS 

testing and tracing for coronavirus website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-

covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ or 

ordered by telephone via NHS 119.  

 

 Where the child or staff member tests negative and they no longer have symptoms similar 

to coronavirus, they can return to school and the fellow household members can end their 

self-isolation. 

 

 Where the child or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class within school, or in 

some cases the whole school, will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. 

The other household members of that wider year group do not need to self-isolate unless 

the child or staff member they live within that bubble subsequently develops symptoms. 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/


 

 If your child is unwell, they should not be attending school and a phone call needs to 

be made to inform us of this situation. If you are isolating as a family, due to 

coronavirus, the school needs to be informed immediately. 

We appreciate that this a lot of information to read through and digest.  If you have any further 
questions, please do not hesitate to email office@senacre-wood.kent.sch.uk. If we all work 
together and carefully follow the guidance, we can make the school as safe as possible for your 
family. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Sweeney 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Together Everyone Achieves More 
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